THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The Geological Society of London (GSL) was founded in 1807. It is the oldest national geological society in the world and the largest in Europe. It was incorporated under Royal Charter in 1825 and is Registered Charity 210161.
The Society is the UK national learned and professional society for geology with a worldwide Fellowship (FGS) of 9000. The Society has the power to confer Chartered status on suitably qualified Fellows, and about 2000 of the Fellowship carry the title (CGeol). Chartered Geologists may also obtain the equivalent European title, European Geologist (EurGeol). One fifth of the Society's fellowship resides outside the UK. To find out more about the Society, log on to www.geolsoc.org.uk.
The Geological Society Publishing House (Bath, UK) produces the Society's international journals and books, and acts as European distributor for selected publications of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG), the American Geological Institute (AGI), the Indonesian Petroleum Association (IPA), the Geological Society of America (GSA), the Society for Sedimentary Geology (SEPM) and the Geologists' Association (GA). Joint marketing agreements ensure that GSL Fellows may purchase these societies' publications at a discount. The Society's online bookshop (accessible from www.geolsoc.org.uk ) offers secure book purchasing with your credit or debit card.
To find out about joining the Society and benefiting from substantial discounts on publications of GSL and other societies worldwide, consult www.geolsoc.org.uk, or contact the Fellowship Department at: The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BG: Tel. +44 (0) The publishers make no representation, express or implied, with regard to the accuracy of the information contained in this book and cannot accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that may be made. The composite section comprises several stratigraphic sections that reveal continuous deposition from the late Early Pleistocene to early Middle Pleistocene. The deposits form a poorly stratified sequence of silty clays and muddy sands, studied in detail for a thickness of more than 500 m. Observations on the physical and biotic features of the sediments indicate several deepening-shallowing cycles within a generally regressive framework. A lower stratigraphic interval, c. 180 m thick, consists of massive bioturbated muds and includes the volcaniclastic layer V5 and several muddy turbidites. Macrofossil assemblages recovered suggest deposition in an upper continental slope setting. The upper stratigraphic interval, more than 300 m thick, consists mainly of silty muds that give way to silty sands at the top. This interval was deposited mainly in inner to outer shelf environments. The Montalbano Jonico composite section is constrained by nannofossil biostratigraphy, sapropel and oxygen isotope stratigraphy. Two alternative potential levels for the Early-Middle Pleistocene Subseries boundary have been considered for this section. The lower is located about 25 m above the volcaniclastic layer V5, close to the 'small Gephyrocapsa'-Pseudoemiliania lacunosa zonal boundary. This boundary is almost coincident with Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 25 and sapropel no. 19. The higher potential horizon is located close to MIS 19, which falls near the Matuyama-Brunhes palaeomagnetic Chron boundary.
